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Mission Statement

Our mission is to empower young people of all

abilities through dynamic leadership programs

and life changing activities that inspire them to
fearlessly pursue their dreams and
compassionately change the world.

Core Values
1 Celebrate the abilities in every child.
1 Act with courage, dignity and gratitude.
1 Inspire youth to become today's leaders.

1 Empower young people to make an immediate
difference.

1 Serve as a resource for families, schools and
the world community.

1 Demonstrate an unwavering commitment to
future generations.

7 End the isolation of children



Presidents Letter

During 2008, Dreams for Kids expanded its reach further than at any time
in our 19 year history. At the cornerstone of our growth has been the launch
of our Dream Leaders program.

Dreams for Kids core mission is to remind those who live in poverty or

with a disability that they have something to give. It is in that giving that
they each find the power that exists in them to transform their lives and the
lives of others. The youth in our programs lead others to their dreams and in
the process realize their own.

It is in that spirit the Dream Leaders youth service program was born. The
program brings together the most isolated kids in our communitiese

who live in poverty and those with disabilitieand gives them opportuni-
ties to make a difference for those who have less.

We have created powerful workshops which connect our youth to their
diverse peers and to service projects at home and around the world. We
provide them with the tools and the support to make a meaningful
difference in their communities and in distant villages.

Our Dream Leaders are finding their voice and it is being heard far and
wide. They are being empowered by the chance to give and their lives are
being transformed.

We are also proud to continue the activities for which we have become
widely known , Holiday for Hope and Extreme Recess.

Holiday for Hope began as a single day of giving for a homeless shelter in
Chicago in 1989. In 2008, groups in over 30 countries participated in their
own outreach for the kids in the greatest need in their communities. The
main event in Chicago hosts over 1,200 kids to a spectacular day of food,
games, face painting, crafts and the greatest gift dftadipe.

Extreme Recess continues to provide year round adaptive sports and
activities for kids with disabilities, often for the first time in their lives.

After helping create this first of its kind programming in lllinois in 2000,

we have increased our activities in 2008 to include martial arts and returned
to the mountains for snow skiing.

We are grateful for the continued growth of our volunteer and donor base.
It is in their time and generosity that these dreams have become reality.

Gratefully,
Tom Tuohy

President and Founder






